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The programme will provide key statistical 
information, combined with regional and 
global market perspectives and outlooks, 
according to Paul van den Heuvel, Director 
of the Royal Netherlands Timber Trade 
Association (NTTA), national hosts of the 
event, organized in conjunction with the ETTF 
and European Organisation of Sawmills (EOS).
“It will also open discussions on the range of 
softwood related market issues,” he said.

The main statistical overview will be 

presented by international expert Rupert 
Oliver of Forest Industries Intelligence, while 
Sampsa Auvinen of the EOS and Andreas von 
Möller of the ETTF will  analyse producer and 
user issues and trends. 

Regional focuses will include the views of 
Marc Brinkmeyer on the USA and Canada, 
Guillaume Hotelin and Jan Gustaf Roempke 
on North Africa and the Middle East. 
Svyatoslav Bychkov (see p11), will give his take 
on Russian market developments.
Ȋ:HȇYH�DOVR�FRQȴUPHG�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�RQ�

China and Japan from Xu Fang, President of 
WG Consulting Ltd, and Naohiro (Bob) Iwami, 
General Manager Japan Sales and Marketing 
at Interfor Japan,” said Mr van den Heuvel.

The ISC scope also encompasses trends 
in related markets, such as pallets, pulp and 
paper, with Marc Michielson, President of 
CEI-Bois and pallet sector federation FEFPEB, 
and Marco Mensink, Director General of the 
Confederation of European Paper Industries, 
also on the speaker roster.

NTTA Chairman Harry Gras urged ETTF and 
EOS members to attend. 

“The conference takes place against a 
backdrop of improving economic conditions 
regionally and globally, but networking, 
discussing market developments and 
sharing information and solutions for 
ongoing issues are still essential for 
UHVWRULQJ�KHDOWK\�WLPEHU�ȵRZV�ȋ�KH�VDLG��

For more: www.ettf.info/isc2015

Amsterdam softwood conference 
promises global snapshot
The range of high calibre speakers at this year’s International Softwood Conference 
(ISC) in Amsterdam is set to provide a truly global snapshot of the sector. This, and 
improving market prospects are expected to draw a large multi-national audience to 
the event on November 5 and 6. 

Announcing enforcement of its EUTR, the 
Norwegian government said its anti-illegal 
timber policy was now in line with EU 
Regulation 995/2010, stipulating supplier 
due diligence obligations for ‘operators’. 
Implementation, it added, would be based on 
Norway’s existing timber registration system.  

The competent authority for 
Norwegian timber and wood 
products is the Agricultural 
Authority, while that for 
imported timber and timber 
products is the Environmental 
Agency. The EFTA Surveillance 
Authority appoint monitoring 
organisations. 

Norwegian ETTF Associate 
Member HF Blom, however 
said there was still uncertainty 
over the Regulation. 

“It seems the authorities are feeling 
their way and have areas to address,” 
said Hans Thomas Blom. “For instance, 
we’re among Norway’s oldest importers, 
yet we weren’t on their importers list! 
A government information meeting we 
attended also created the impression they 
ZHUH�RQ�D�OHDUQLQJ�FXUYH�DQG�Ζ�JRW�WKH�RɝFLDO�
communiqué about the Regulation via a 
customer. If we hadn’t, we wouldn’t have 
known it was being put into force.”

Norway on EUTR 
learning curve

The ETTF has invited members to join a 
timber trade mission to Suriname.

The seven-day trip is organised by Dutch-
EDVHG�QRQ�SURȴW�IRUHVWU\�FRQVXOWDQF\�
Probos and Suriname-based counterpart 
Environmental Services and Support (ESS). 
It will take place from November 7 and 
entail visits to a range of timber and forestry 
businesses, and the forest itself. 

Timber and wood products participants 
ZLOO�ZLOO�DOO�EH�)6&�FHUWLȴHG�DQG�6XULQDPH�
businesses involved are signed up to the Guiana 
Shield Facility’s Tropical Timber Programme, 
which includes the Netherlands' IDH, The 
Sustainable Trade Initiative among its backers
6XULQDPH�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�DRUHVWHG�

countries, with estimates of tree cover up to 
90%, and , according to Probos, 400,000ha 
of forest, managed by four companies, is 
QRZ�)6&�FHUWLȴHG���

"The attraction of the mission for 

European companies is to meet and link 
ZLWK�UHFHQWO\�)6&�FHUWLȴHG�6XULQDPH�IRUHVW�
operations and view their range of products, 
species and processing facilities," said 
Mark van Benthem, Probos senior forest 
management and industries consultant. 
“They are eager to establish new business 
relations for FSC-labelled products."

The trip will also be an opportunity to 
learn about Suriname’s sustainable forestry 
management plans. 

The Guiana Shield Facility, which promotes 
investment in sustainable forestry, maintains 
that Suriname also has a well-established 
legality framework, with annual timber 
output around 400,000m3. 

The mission will cost participants about 
Ȝ������LQFOXGLQJ�ȵLJKWV�DQG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ���

For more and to book, immediately 
contact Mark van Benthem at mark.
vanbenthem@probos.nl or visit  
www.probos.nl/trademission

Norway introduced its equivalent of the 
EU Timber Regulation (EUTR) on May 1 
in support of the EU’s anti illegal timber 
policy and to simplify timber trade with 
EU countries.  But feedback from the 
Norwegian trade is that implementation 
is a work in progress. 

ETTF supports 
Probos trade 
mission to Suriname
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PATCH22, the Netherland’s tallest residential timber 
building project, is on the ISC tour itinerary

Hans Thomas Blom 

The mission 
covers timber 
processing 
and forestry 
operations


